BEDFORDSHIRE
COUNTY GOLF PARTNERSHIP

Growing the game in Bedfordshire

‘ BEDFORDSHIRE AND GOLF MARK

As detailed in our recent Summer Newsletter, this newsletter is devoted solely to GolfMark, its benefits
and how your club can set about attaining it. It is becoming increasingly important to ensure that
Golf Clubs continue to develop and put themselves in a position to receive funding from golf’s
governing bodies, Sport England, local sports development groups and other associated
organisations.

GolfMark accreditation will play a key role in the future growth of the game and eligibility for future
funding grants.

Currently four clubs in the County (Leighton Buzzard, Tilsworth, Stockwood Park and John O'Gaunt)
have achieved GolfMark status with John O’Gaunt also having been accorded “High Achiever”
status as a result of the quality of their submission. Case studies can be found on our website
(www.bedsgolfpartnership.com) by clicking on “Info For Clubs” and then on “Case Studies”.

A further five clubs have reached various stages of the process and we would like to think that, as a result of this
Newsletter, even more will have started (and possibly even finished) the process before the year end.

| WHAT IS GOLF MARK? CLUB MARK

GolfMark is a national accreditation Scheme for EGU / EWGA affiliated golf clubs ClubMark is the national
that identifies and recognises Junior and Beginner friendly golf facilities. It covers standard for quality sports
issues in three key areas — Coaching & Playing, Club Environment and Child clubs with junior sections and
Protection & Duty of Care. is recognized throughout the
country. National governing
The scheme acts as a development tool for golf clubs and provides the potential to bodies such as EGU/EWGA
link together a number of ideals in a structured manner enabling clubs to strive are enabled fo award
tfowards a focused plan for both Juniors and Beginners. ClubMark to proven high
quality golf clubs.
As part of the GolfMark Award, once a club is awarded with accreditation it will also GolfMark is golf's Club Mark.

receive recognition from Sport England as a ClubMark facility.

CLUB
ARK

RANGE MARK

RangeMark is also available,
a scaled down qualification
for driving ranges.

“Larger grant and development funding amounts are available from
EGU/EWGA for Bedfordshire clubs with the GolfMark accreditation.”


http://www.bedsgolfpartnership.com/

WHAT WILL GOLFMARK SAY ABOUT YOUR CLUB?

The Golf Club has met the official “quality” standard from National Governing Bodies of Golf in England.

The club provides a safe and organized environment where staff and volunteers are trained to support the
needs of Juniors and Beginners.

Juniors are taught a game that will teach them respect, social and life skills, honesty and discipline.

The needs of children have been considered and addressed and parents can be reassured that the golf club
is “junior and beginner friendly”.

Golfers are provided with appropriate levels of competition and coaching from fully qualified coaches.

The club has worked hard to implement and improve policies and procedures, developing a sound structure
for the future.
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The club offers a fun, enjoyable and welcoming environment.

| HOW WILL GOLF MARK BENEFIT YOUR CLUB?

Taking part in the GolfMark process will
demonstrate your commitment to developing
the golf club, its junior section as well as their

e Promotion
Recognition in

local A Safe &
enjoyable

volunteers and coaches. Added to this, the
club will be recognized as having reached
the national standard required for quality
sports clubs which, in turn, identifies that
juniors are provided with a safe, friendly and
enjoyable environment in which to both learn
the game and develop their golfing, social o
and life skills. benefits Raising the

package club’s
profile

Focus on junior
development

Structured
junior
section

GolfMark and ClubMark accredited facilities
are now becoming the standard receiving
recognition within the local community of the
clubs commitment to junior golf with many
parents looking for this when deciding on a
golf / sports club for their child to join.

Developing
coaches &
volunteers

Committed
juniors &
parents

Increased
membership

A recent EGU/EWGA survey among the 200 clubs now accredited (Shrewsbury has just become the 200t) produced
the following statistics:
39% of clubs had experienced an increase in membership with the majority believing that GolfMark had played
a part in this.
90% of clubs had accessed funding and/or grants since achieving the award.
90% of clubs had created links with local schools, colleges and/or local; community organisations.
84% of clubs felt that the GolfMark process had been beneficial or very beneficial to their club.

The EGU/EWGA have also made a conscious decision to drive more of their funding through GolfMark Clubs as
evidenced by this year's decision on the level of Club Coaching Grants (£800 GUARANTEED for all GolfMark clubs that
apply but only £400 for non-GolfMark clubs limited to the first 350 applicants).

It is certain that this will continue as the frend going forward.

The County Golf Partnership will also more and more be prioritising GolfMark clubs and following a similar lead as at a
national level in terms of working with clubs and distribution of funding streams.

The County Sports Partnership (feam BEDS&LUTON — www.teambedsandluton.co.uk) as well as the Golf Foundation
(www.golf-foundation.org) are also beginning to look for clubs to be either GolfMark’d or actively working towards
accreditation if they are to work with them on future initiatives for both juniors and adult beginners.

Added to all this, GolfMark clubs will receive regular face to face contact, guidance and support from an EGU/EWGA
Regional and/or County Development Officer as well as being eligible for discounts on a range of items available from
the EGU shop. Volunteers and Coaches at GolfMark clubs can also receive discounts for any course or workshop they
wish to attend.

“39% of the first 200 clubs in the country to gain GolfMark have increased their

membership since their accreditation.”



http://www.teambedsandluton.co.uk/
http://www.golf-foundation.org/

HOW CAN GET MY CLUB GOLFMARKGD

To start the process, each club needs to register on-line at www.golfmark.org and complete the on-line
self assessment form. Completion and submission of this will then trigger contact from the Regional
Development Officer (Steven Peet speet@englishgolfunion.org ) who will arrange a date to visit the club
with a view to discussing the self assessment and designing an action plan to take the process forward.

How Long Will It Take? How Long Does the Award
Last?

This is ultimately down fo the club and how you priorifise the The Award lasts for three
work involved. It can range from between 6 and 8 weeks years after which your club
and upwards but in reality will depend on such as how much will be re-assessed across all
is already in place, who within the club is driving the project, areas by an EGU/ EWGA

the availability of required workshops and the support of key A 7 Development Officer.

personnel within the club. Experience has shown that the However the club will also be
best results are attained when clubs form a small working group to drive the reviewed on an annual basis
project forward. Included within this group can/should be one or more (completed on-line) to ensure that
Officers from the club (including possibly the Club Captain), representation no major changes have taken place.

from the Ladies Section, the Junior Organiser, the Club Professional and the
| THE PROCESS Once the Action Plan has
é been agreed, the club
will need to complete
1. Go to www.golfmark.org the work required which

includes evidence of development
work completed, training courses
and workshops attended efc.

A further meeting with the Regional
Development Officer will then be
arranged to conduct the final
assessment and, hopefully, confirm
completion of the necessary

4. The golf club is asked to login & complete the online self-assessment. processes and award of GolfMark
accreditation.

5. The EGU/EWGA Development Team will send the golf club a GolfMark High Achiever Status
Information folder, which includes full assessment & evidence information

and workshop details. . For clubs that wish fo move
A slightly further, GolfMark
“High Achiever” status

=

2. Click on the 'Apply’ page to register the golf club.

3. The golf club will receive an email confirming the registration, which
also details their unique password.

=

6. The Development Officer will contact the golf club to arrange a pre- W\ﬂ can be attained by

assessment/assessment meeting (fo include where possible Junior meeting additional

Organiser, Club Secretary/Manager, Professional, Club Captain and standards over and above the

representative from the Ladies' section). minimum stfandards required for
GolfMark.

This can be gained upon award of
GolfMark or upon a subsequent 3
year renewal review.

Further detail on the increased
criteria can be obtfained from your

8. Once all minimum standards are achieved, the Development Officer el Dievalsprast Qulices.

will produce a Development Report for the golf club, a copy of this along .
with a GolfMark certificate, Clubmark certificate and plaque will be sent Read the Case Studies
direct to the club.

www.bedsgolfpartnership.com

9. The Development Team will promote the golf club’s achievement on
the GolfMark website, EGU/EWGA websites and also through press

7. At the meeting the golf club will need to provide evidence to support
their development work. The Development Officer will be available to
support the golf club through the process.

releases to local newspapers. If the golf club does not have access to the
online system or would prefer to complete hard copy forms, these can be
obtained from the development team. Click on Golf Mark Case Studies
under Info For Clubs

“What are you waiting for?” www.golfmark.org



http://www.golfmark.org/
mailto:speet@englishgolfunion.org
http://www.bedsgolfpartnership.com/
http://www.golfmark.org/

